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budget inside and out. He ran me 
through the paces. He grilled me about 
what my bill would do and how much it 
would cost and what kind of impact it 
would have on the taxpayers. He was 
very tough. But ultimately, because he 
asked those hard questions and made 
me defend my legislation, we improved 
the focus of that legislation and we got 
it passed. Governor Locke has brought 
that level of expertise and dedication 
to the taxpayers in every single posi-
tion he has held, and it makes him an 
ideal person now to lead the Commerce 
Department. 

So let me say a few words about the 
experience Governor Locke brings to 
this position. One of the most critical 
jobs the Commerce Secretary performs 
is finding markets for American prod-
ucts and technologies. He understands 
how important this is, and he knows 
how to do it successfully. As the two- 
term Governor of the Nation’s most 
trade-dependent State, he spent 8 years 
breaking down trade barriers and pro-
moting our American products, from 
airplanes to apples to operating sys-
tems. He has led numerous successful 
delegations to our Asian trading part-
ners to help build those relationships. 
He also understands that the health of 
the environment has a direct impact on 
our quality of life and on our economy. 

All of Governor Locke’s experience 
means he is going to hit the ground 
running as our Commerce Secretary as 
we confront global climate change and 
other environmental concerns, includ-
ing the management of our fisheries. 
So I was very pleased to help support 
the confirmation of Gary Locke. He 
won unanimous approval from our 
Commerce Committee, and today he 
won unanimous approval from the Sen-
ate. He has served the people of Wash-
ington State well, and he will bring 
that same level of commitment and in-
telligence to this administration. 

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the 
floor. 

f 

HONORING GALLAUDET UNIVER-
SITY ESTABLISHMENT AUTHOR-
IZATION 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Con. Res. 12, and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 12) 

recognizing and honoring the signing by 
President Abraham Lincoln of the legisla-
tion authorizing the establishment of colle-
giate programs at Gallaudet University. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-

consider be laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate, and that 
any statements relating to the meas-
ure be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 12) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The concurrent resolution, with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 12 

Whereas in 2009, the United States honored 
the 200th anniversary of the birth of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln; 

Whereas on July 4, 1861, President Lincoln 
stated in a message to Congress that a prin-
cipal aim of the United States Government 
should be ‘‘to elevate the condition of men— 
to lift artificial weights from all shoulders— 
to clear the paths of laudable pursuit for 
all—to afford all, an unfettered start, and a 
fair chance, in the race of life’’; 

Whereas on April 8, 1864, President Lincoln 
signed into law the legislation (Act of April 
8, 1864, ch. 52, 13 Stat. 45) authorizing the 
conferring of collegiate degrees by the Co-
lumbia Institution for Instruction of the 
Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, which is now 
called Gallaudet University; 

Whereas that law led for the first time in 
history to higher education for deaf students 
in an environment designed to meet their 
communication needs; 

Whereas Gallaudet University was the 
first, and is still the only, institution in the 
world that focuses on educational programs 
for deaf and hard-of-hearing students from 
the pre-school through the doctoral level; 

Whereas Gallaudet University has been a 
world leader in the fields of education and 
research for more than a century; and 

Whereas since 1869, graduates of Gallaudet 
University have pursued distinguished ca-
reers of leadership in the United States and 
throughout the world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) congratulates and honors Gallaudet 
University on the 145th anniversary of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln’s signing of the legis-
lation authorizing the establishment of col-
legiate programs at Gallaudet University; 
and 

(2) congratulates Gallaudet University for 
145 years of unique and exceptional service 
to the deaf people of the United States and 
the world deaf community. 
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NATIONAL CEREBRAL PALSY 
AWARENESS DAY 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
83, which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 83) designating March 

25, 2009, as National Cerebral Palsy Aware-
ness Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition today to submit a 
resolution to designate March 25, 2009, 
as National Cerebral Palsy Awareness 
Day. 

Cerebral palsy is a group of chronic, 
neurological disorders that appear in 

infancy or early childhood and perma-
nently affect body movement and mus-
cle coordination necessary to maintain 
balance and posture. Cerebral palsy is 
caused by damage to one or more spe-
cific areas of the brain, usually occur-
ring during fetal development; before, 
during or shortly after birth; or during 
infancy. The top two risk factors for 
the disorders are premature births and 
multiple births, and despite the intro-
ductions of modern prenatal testing, 
improved obstetric care, and newborn 
intensive care technologies, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, CDC, estimates that every year 
10,000 babies born in the United States 
will develop cerebral palsy. These dis-
orders are not caused by problems in 
the muscles or nerves but, instead, 
damage to motor areas in the brain. 

Cerebral palsy currently affects chil-
dren at a rate of 1 in 278 and an esti-
mated 800,000 Americans. The majority 
of children who have cerebral palsy are 
born with it, rather than developing 
the disorder over time; however, it may 
not be detected for months or years. 
Over 75 percent of individuals with cer-
ebral palsy also have one or more addi-
tional developmental disability includ-
ing epilepsy, intellectual disability, au-
tism and visual impairments or blind-
ness. The disorders are not progressive 
and are noncommunicable. 

Currently, there is no cure for cere-
bral palsy. There are treatments, how-
ever, which can serve to alleviate some 
of the symptoms. Treatments now in-
clude physical and occupational ther-
apy; speech therapy; drugs to control 
seizures, relax muscle spasms, and al-
leviate pain; surgery to correct ana-
tomical abnormalities or release tight 
muscles; braces and other orthotic de-
vices; wheelchairs and rolling walkers; 
and communication aids such as com-
puters with attached voice synthe-
sizers. 

It is essential that more research be 
conducted on ways in which to prevent 
and treat cerebral palsy. As chairman 
and ranking member of the Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation Appropriations Subcommittee, I 
led the effort to successfully double 
funding for the National Institutes of 
Health, NIH. Funding for the NIH has 
increased from $11.3 billion in fiscal 
year 1995 to $30 billion in fiscal year 
2009. In addition, I cosponsored an 
amendment to H.R. 1, the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act to pro-
vide an additional $10 billion to the 
NIH. In 2008, the NIH provided $28 mil-
lion for cerebral palsy research, which 
is a $16.5 million increase over 2000, 
when the NIH provided $11.5 million. 
The Department of Health and Human 
Services’ ‘‘Healthy People 2010’’ report 
identified cerebral palsy as one of the 
important public health conditions to 
be monitored, and the CDC regularly 
conducts studies on the prevalence of 
cerebral palsy across the nation. This 
report will help the CDC to provide a 
more comprehensive picture of cerebral 
palsy and advance efforts to provide 
better services for these children. 
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